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Matthew 13:1–23      The Parable of the Sower   

  

 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 
2 

Such large crowds 

gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 
3 

Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 
As he 

was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 
5 

Some fell on 

rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 
6 
But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 

root. 
7 

Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 
8 

Still other seed fell 

on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown. 
9 
He who 

has ears, let him hear.”   

 
18 

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: 
19 

When anyone hears the message 

about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what was 

sown in his heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 
20 

The one who received the seed that fell 

on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 

But since he has 

no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, he 

quickly falls away. 
22 

The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man who 

hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 

unfruitful. 
23 

But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the 

word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was 

sown.” 

 

Stay Rooted.  Grow Deep.  Live Tall.   

 

My father in law is a farmer in western Kansas.  Two of his main crops are wheat and corn.  With high 

tech precision guided by GPS they are able to plant their rows with pinpoint accuracy.  He spends 

thousands of dollars on sprays that will kill the weeds and fertilize the plants.  Yet even with all of their 

high tech tools and plant spray they are unable to control the rain and the hail or the prices they will 

get.  So there is always a lot of worrying and praying that goes along with farming.  I don’t think I 

could do it.  Yet that is what the farmer does.  He needs to take that risk and plant the seeds if he wants 

a harvest to eat and to sell.  It comes with the territory. 

 

The farmer in Jesus’ parable didn’t have high tech GPS systems or weed spray.  All he had was a 

bunch of seed and he threw it all over the place.  Some might say that he was even sloppy with it; but 

nobody could accuse him of being stingy with the seed.  He threw some on the path, some in the rocky 

soil and some on the good soil.  This seed is representative of the Word, and it shows us that God isn’t 

stingy with the Word.  He wants it spread all over the place, even in the places He knows will not 

produce a harvest.  God wants all men to be saved.   

 

In spite of what God wants, the results are not very good.  The first batch doesn’t come up at all.  The 

second batch comes up quickly and looks good, then quickly dies because of the shallow soil.  The 
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third batch grows strong and well and lasts longer than the second, but then gets choked out by the 

weeds that grow alongside it.   If the farmer were to stop there he would have to say that his crop was a 

total failure.  He was 0 for 3.  But after all of that loss, it’s the fourth batch ends up producing 100, 60 

or 30 times what was sown.   

 

So we read this story and we say to ourselves as Christians, “I want to be a part of that last batch.  I 

want to grow and produce a crop for my Lord.”   Do we have any control over it?  There is a key word 

that gets repeated twice in this parable at the beginning and the end.  Did you catch it?  When anyone 

hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches 

away what was sown in his heart. . . .  
23 

But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is 

the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 

thirty times what was sown.”  Did you catch it?  The key to growth or death is “understanding” the 

word.   Stephen used that word to describe how the Israelites didn’t UNDERSTAND that Moses was 

put in his position to rescue them.  (Acts 7:25)  They didn’t think of him as divinely placed there; they 

weren’t willing to trust him or follow him as their rescuer.   

 

So a key point to being a productive plant is understanding – understanding the One who is speaking 

the Word in today’s parable - Jesus.  Think of the illustration of the seed again.  When the seed is 

planted in the ground it is designed to break apart into roots and dig deep into the soil.  It does not 

produce a plant without first dying and then digging down in order to sprout out.  This is the way the 

Word is supposed to work in your heart and soul.  The Word of Christ is meant to dig into your soul 

and grab hold of your heart, your emotions, and your mind and capture you completely.   

 

Listen to the demands Jesus makes of you in His Sermon on the Mount.  Hear Jesus make His claims 

that He came to pay for your sins; that His death on the cross paid the price of God’s wrath.  See Him 

rise victoriously from the dead and ascend into heaven; waiting to judge the living and the dead.  

Watch Him look you in the eye and say to you, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes 

to the Father except through me.”  These seeds are meant to affect your thoughts, words and actions.  

You have a God who took on flesh for you and died for you and is coming to judge you.  You can’t 

escape it.   

 

If you take this Word seriously you will want to study it more; you will want to know well who God 

says you are and who He says Jesus is.  Martin Luther once said,  

I study my Bible like I gather apples. First, I shake the whole tree that the ripest may fall. Then I 

shake each limb, and when I have shaken each limb, I shake each branch and every twig. Then I 

look under every leaf. I search the Bible as a whole like shaking the whole tree. Then I shake 

every limb--study book after book. Then I shake every branch, giving attention to the chapters. 

Then I shake every twig, or a careful study of the paragraphs and sentences and words and their 

meanings.  

How many of you can say that you’ve studied the word that way?   
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Think also of Paul wrote to Timothy, Reflect on what I am saying, for the Lord will give you insight 

into all this. (2 Timothy 2:7) He didn’t just want Timothy to read the Word once.  He wanted Timothy 

to reflect on it.  Don’t just read it once and forget about it.  Dwell on it.  Pray about it.  By reflecting on 

the WORDS of Paul as inspired in the Bible, the Lord would then GIVE Timothy insight as he 

reflected on the Word.   Otherwise, the word will do nothing more than end up getting eaten up by 

Satan.  

 

One of the things Jesus chastised the disciples about what when they DIDN’T ask Him questions.  He 

was warning them about how they were going to be persecuted and how they would be hated.  He told 

them He was going to be betrayed, died and rise from the dead more than once.  He was trying to warn 

them about what would happen so that they wouldn’t fall from faith when it did.  But instead of asking 

questions, they just got depressed and sad.  Jesus said to them in John 16,  

4 I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you 

about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was with you, 5 but now I 

am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are you going?’  

It was as if they had their own preconceived notions about what Jesus was going to do.  They thought 

for sure that He was going to establish His kingdom on earth, and when Jesus spoke otherwise they 

shut their ears to it and wanted to hear none of it.  They didn’t ask questions because they didn’t want 

to know.  They wanted to remain ignorant. 

 

This is the type of soil and attitude that makes it very easy for the devil to steal the Word from.  It’s the 

attitude of many Lutherans who get through confirmation and think they don’t need to study the Word 

any more.  It’s found in those who refuse to listen to their parents or pastor; when you think you don’t 

need to go to church because you already know all that; you are making it impossible for the Holy 

Spirit to dig into your soul. 

 

The Holy Spirit wants to dig into your soul and let it expose your thoughts and emotions; let it shake 

you to the very core; condemn you to hell and then lift you up to heaven by wrapping you in Christ.  

He wants to take you to the cross; show you Jesus dying there; and speak gently to your troubled heart.  

He wants to bring you here as a beggar; open your mouth; and pour you full of His grace and mercy.  

When you see someone baptized He wants you know and believe that heaven is coming to earth; the 

Holy Spirit is washing into the soul of that child and taking ownership.  He wants your soul to be filled 

with comfort at knowing that Jesus blood was shed to cleanse you of ALL your sins from beginning to 

end; top to bottom.  The Word is meant to be three dimensional and personal.  It is meant to personally 

show you Christ as your Lord and Savior.  (Colossians 2:2-3)  Anyone who glibly says of the Word, “I 

already know all that” - they know absolutely NOTHING while claiming to know everything.   

 

You never stop learning.  One of the greatest joys I have in the ministry is in preparing these sermons.  

I am forced to really dig into a little portion of the Word and know it well.  Almost always I am given 

some understanding that I’d never seen before.  My joy today is in the word “understanding” - 

something that I’d never really contemplated on before; how important that is for people to grow in 
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Christ.   

 

Understanding doesn’t mean that you have to learn anything new; as in hearing a story you never heard 

before.  It might be the simple realization that I can’t get and understand everything.  It might mean 

that God confronts me like He did Job and says to me in the Psalm, “Be still and know that I am 

God.”  Sometimes the greatest understanding is that I realize I don’t understand, but God does and 

knows what He is doing.   

 

When you go back to the Word and reflect on it, you never know what insight you might get the second 

or the third time.  Your situation in life will change.  The story of Simeon holding the baby Jesus in his 

arms; waiting to die; maybe it didn’t catch as much when you were 20 as it will when you are 80.  Then 

you will find yourself in the eyes of Simeon.  But if you never revisit it; if you don’t take time to read it 

again and think about it; you won’t get that growth.   

 

This is how you grow and you keep growing until the day you die.  Don’t forget, God wants you to 

grow.  He loves to see growth.  It is what the Word is designed to do.  He expects to see growth.   

 

So beware of the obstacles that can hinder the power of the Word.  The one who received the seed 

that fell on rocky places is the man who hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 
21 

But 

since he has no root, he lasts only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the 

word, he quickly falls away.   One of the greatest obstacles Satan has placed in the way of Christians 

is when he puts the false expectations of success and joy.  He says to them, “Now that you have God on 

your side you can expect special treatment.  He will give you whatever you want and when you follow 

his directions you will be happy in all you do.”  Satan wants Christians to ignore the fact that still live 

in a world cursed with death and their bodies are still bound to die.  He wants them to have false 

expectations from God; words of promise that He never promised.  Many are falling from faith because 

they’ve only been told how God will make them successful and happy in this world.   They don’t 

expect trouble and when it came they didn’t like it; so they give up.    

 

There are more obstacles.  
22 

The one who received the seed that fell among the thorns is the man 

who hears the word, but the worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, making it 

unfruitful.   The word for “worries” is defined as - “feeling of apprehension or distress in view of 

possible danger or misfortune.”  It seems like there is a lot of worry in our world today, especially 

among Christians.  Christians are worried about what will happen to our freedoms.  What will happen 

if we lose our tax exempt status?  What will happen when we are publicly declared to be hateful 

bigots?  You’ve got the doomsday people stockpiling resources.  Others are worried about global 

warming and still others about the recession.   You hear a lot of how people are carefully trying to 

interpret the times according to Daniel and Revelation.  Yet what you don’t hear in all of this prophecy 

search is an encouragement to keep trusting in Jesus’ crucifixion and resurrection for your salvation.  

Where are God’s promises to be with us always to the very end of the age?  When these are lost amid 

the gloom and doom; faith falls.   
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In line with these worries is the false comfort found in the deceitfulness of wealth.  I just saw a report 

on TV that in a recession women buy more lipstick.  It’s a cheap way to try to keep looking good.  

When women can’t buy dresses, at least they can keep buying lipstick!  Isn’t that a reflection on what 

Satan offers for comfort in troubling times; how he tries to get us to cover up our sorrows with lipstick 

type remedies?  It’s not just more money that deceives.  It’s more skill, more entertainment; more fun; 

more recognition; more diversions from life.  It’s the craving for the weekend; the craving for my 

children to succeed in life; the desire to be debt free or retire; to graduate or who knows what else.  

You put all of your life and time into the next goal.  And all of the while Christ is told to wait until the 

next weekend and the next.  Jesus can wait until the school year starts.  He’ll have to wait until I have 

more time.   Before you know it, your time is up.  You served your god, and it left you empty.  The 

deceitfulness of wealth not only stole your time but stole your focus and your faith in Christ.  Think of 

what the 30 pieces of silver did for Judas.  It will do the same to you if you are not careful.   

 

If you examine Jesus’ ministry some might say that it was a failure.  The religious class of His day 

utterly and completely rejected Him.  His home town people tried to throw Him from a cliff.  Most of 

the people that were following Him and praising Him left Him and yelled for Him to be crucified.   

 

But in the midst of all this seeming failure - the Word came true.  He died for the sins of the world.  He 

rose from the dead, just like He said He would.  He became the fulfillment to His own words; putting 

truth to what He promised for centuries.  When Jesus appeared to His disciples He kept preaching the 

Word.  God’s Word worked.  Out of that small amount of disciples the Word of God has grown.  The 

crop has produced.   

 

There will always be failures when you spread the Word.  Many will fall into these traps.  But don’t 

forget that His Word is still powerful and still produces a crop.  In the midst of all the failures there are 

still those who seek Him.  There are still believers who are continuing to cling to Christ.   

 

So keep on listening; keep on seeking to understand.  Pray that God’s Holy Spirit would dig deep into 

your soul to give you strength to endure the suffering that comes with faith.  Pray that you would resist 

the deceitfulness of wealth.  Keep on coming.  Keep on listening.  Keep on trusting in Christ as your 

Savior.  Stay rooted.  Grow deep.  Live tall.  Amen.   


